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CLARKE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
April 1, 2003 Public Hearing 7:30 pm 

 
Ender’s Social Hall 

9 South Buckmarsh Street 
Berryville, VA 22611 

 
At a meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Clarke County, Virginia, held at the Ender’s Social Hall 
9 South Buckmarsh Street, Berryville, VA 22611 on Tuesday, April 1, 2003. 
 
 
PPrreesseenntt  
 

Chairman John Staelin, Vice Chairman Shenk, Supervisor Byrd, Supervisor Dunning and 
Supervisor Hobert. 

 
 
AAllssoo  PPrreesseenntt  
 

David Ash, Tom Judge, Linda Coumes, Eleanor Smalley, William Houck, Bent Ferrell, Michael 
McCall, Ed Breslauer, Jim Wink, Val Van Meter, Jerry Herrmann and other citizens and 
members of the press. 
 

 
CCaallll  TToo  OOrrddeerr      
 

Chairman Staelin called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm. 
 

  
PPuubblliicc  HHeeaarriinngg::    PPrrooppoosseedd  BBuuddggeett  ffoorr  FFiissccaall  YYeeaarr  CCoommmmeenncciinngg  JJuullyy  11,,  22000033  aanndd  EEnnddiinngg  JJuunnee  3300,,  

22000044  
 

Chairman Staelin introduced Tom Judge, Director Joint Administrative, as the County’s chief 
financial officer.  At his request Mr. Judge provided an overview of the budget highlights.  
Additionally, he explained that funding is being sought to cover the increase for health 
insurance renewal, which was budgeted at a 17% increase but actual is 24%.   

 
At 7:40 pm, Chairman Staelin requested the County Administrator to read the Notice of Public 
Hearing and to read the names of the persons desiring to address the Board.  Chairman 
Staelin set no time limit but did request that the speakers keep their comments brief.   

 
At 7:42 pm, Chairman Staelin opened the public hearing for citizen comment.  The following 
persons did appear to address the Board. 
 
Susan Hill – Bluemont, Virginia.  Ms. Hill read excerpts from an article on why experienced 
teachers were leaving the profession.  She stated that quality public education is an investment 
in the future and Clarke County must become a leader in education.  She asked the Board for 
their continued commitment to fully fund the schools. 
 
Catherine Burzio – Berryville, Virginia.  Ms. Burzio stated that she was here this evening to 
show her support for Eleanor Smalley.  She has three children in the County school system.  
She encouraged the Board to attend the County’s athletic programs.  She opined the schools 
are in need of monetary support and need to have the proposed budget fully funded for the 
County has a great future in these children. 
 
Andrew Kiser – teacher Johnson Williams Middle School and President of the Clarke County 
Educational Association.  Mr. Kiser expressed his appreciation for the collaborative spirit of the 
Boards on the budget and for a fully-funded school budget.  He thanked the Board of 
Supervisors for “stepping up to the plate” and expressed a desire for the two Boards to 
continue to work together to pressure the State to provide funding. 
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Chairman Staelin thanked the teachers in the school system for their hard work and asked Mr. 
Kiser to relay that comment back. 
 
Darlene Lawrence – Berryville, Virginia.  Ms. Lawrence stated that she was a relatively new 
resident to Clarke County.  She has a child that has attended Johnson Williams and is now at 
Clarke County High School.  She is very pleased with the teachers here and their dedication to 
the students.  She extended her thanks to the Board of Supervisors for fully funding the school 
budget.   
 
Gary Hornbaker – Berryville, Virginia.  Mr. Hornbaker stated that he had six children in or who 
had graduated from the Clarke County school system.  He stated that he had recently taken a 
three-day DECA field trip and is impressed by the dedication of the staff at Clarke County.  He 
is involved with some of the committees formed to deal with discipline and safety in the schools 
and stated that he hoped the Board would take the opportunity to sit in on these meetings.  He 
has also heard the need for a new high school discussed at many of these meetings and he 
urged the board to build the new high school.  He expressed his thanks to the Board of 
Supervisors for fully funding the school budget and for supporting the teachers.   
 
Rod Pierce – Berryville, Virginia.  Mr. Pierce stated that he had come out to support the school 
system.  He has two children who are products of the Clarke County school system.  While he 
will not have any children in attendance next year, he would still like to see the school budget 
passed. 
 
Robina Bouffault – Boyce, Virginia.  Ms. Bouffault posed her questions to Tom Judge 
regarding the 26% increase in health insurance and how it would impact the budget.  Mr. 
Judge briefly described some steps the County could take to fund the increase. 
 
Jim Wink – Bluemont, Virginia.  Mr. Wink stated that he would like to compliment the Boards 
on how well they have worked together on the budget.  However, he does not like the budget 
and requested the County to delay the purchase of the Crow Street property.  He also asked 
the Board not to raise his taxes, for, once raised, they would never go back down. 
 
Gary Pope – President Clarke County Fire & Rescue Association.  Mr. Pope asked to change 
the focus of the meeting to something other than the schools.  He presented a letter to the 
Board of Supervisors requesting the inclusion in the budget of funding for two ALS positions.  
Currently, they are struggling to keep staff coverage at night pulling in staffing several nights 
per week from other areas, which are also under staffed.  In the evenings, the County has ALS 
support approximately fifty percent of the time.  The two requested positions would allow for 
24-hour coverage. 
 
Chairman Staelin put forth that the budget discussions had begun in January and he was only 
just hearing of their request this evening and requested a breakdown, which was provided and 
is included in the Board of Supervisors file for April 2003.   
 
Jeff Callan – Berryville, Virginia.  Mr. Callan stated that he was opposed to the purchase of the 
Crow Street property.  While he does feel that office space is needed, the purchase of this 
property may not represent the best option.  He encouraged the Board to think bigger. 
 
Jay Arnold – Berryville, Virginia – Fire Chief Ender’s Fire Hall.  Mr. Arnold put forth that he 
supported the proposal by Clarke County Fire & Rescue.  He opined they could not wait 
another year to fund these positions.  He also expressed his appreciation for the incentives 
given to the Clarke County Fire & Rescue volunteers.  
 
Chairman Staelin extended his thanks to Clarke County Fire & Rescue for their service to the 
community and recognition of their personal sacrifices. 
 
There being no others present desiring to address the Board, Chairman Staelin closed the 
public hearing at 8:01 PM. 
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Chairman Staelin polled the Supervisors for any comments they wished to make.  Vice 
Chairman Shenk stated that he was gratified the present budget was done without a lot of 
fireworks.  He commented that tonight was the smoothest, calmest evening in his eight years 
of working with the budget.  He thanked the Joint Budget Review Committee for the work they 
had done on the budget and noted the effectiveness of this committee was apparent.  He 
extended his thanks to the individual members of that committee John Staelin, Mike Hobert, 
Bent Ferrell, and Michael McCall.   He commented that the State has let the County down.  
Vice Chairman Shenk stated he was not happy about the deficit but he would probably support 
the budget.  He remarked that Tom Judge’s estimates were sound and he was more 
comfortable with this budget than any in the past.  He noted that the County has school 
construction in the future, and tax rates would go up to fund the project and that a two-cent 
increase this year is a step in the right direction. 
 
Supervisor Byrd stated she mirrored what Vice Chairman Shenk said and agreed this was the 
most pleasant budget season in her time on the Board.  She commended the Boards for their 
ability to work together on this budget.  Further, she commended the County Staff for their 
review of the budget and their ability to make difficult decisions regarding the proposed cuts.  
She agreed that the State is not supporting the County, as it should.  She expressed her hope 
that the Boards would continue to be open-minded. 

 
 
PPuubblliicc  HHeeaarriinngg::    PPrrooppoosseedd  LLooccaall  TTaaxx  LLeevvyy  ffoorr  tthhee  YYeeaarr  BBeeggiinnnniinngg  JJaannuuaarryy  11,,  22000033  
 

Chairman Staelin noted that the public hearing on the proposed local tax levy had been 
advertised to start at 8:30 pm; and therefore, the public hearing could not be closed before that 
time.  He went on to provide a brief overview of the proposed increase to those citizens and 
members of the press assembled. 
 
At 8:05 pm, Chairman Staelin opened the public hearing for citizen comment.  The following 
person appeared before the Board. 
 
Jeff Callan – Berryville, Virginia.  Mr. Callan put forth that he felt comfortable with a two-cent 
increase if the Board of Supervisors is comfortable with the increase.  The increase will help 
with the building of the high school, which he hopes will get started soon.  He also asked the 
Board to make some statement on the proposed construction of the high school so the public 
knows where they stand.  Also, if the increase is needed for ALS, it is okay with him. 

 
There being no other persons present desiring to address the Board, Chairman Staelin closed 
the public hearing at 8:31 PM. 
 

 
NNeexxtt  MMeeeettiinngg::  

 
The next meeting of the Board of Supervisors is a Work Session set for April 8, 2003 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room, Second Floor of the Circuit Courthouse, 102 
North Church Street, Berryville, Virginia. 
 

  
AAddjjoouurrnnmmeenntt::  
 

There being no further business to be brought before the Board the Chairman adjourned the 
meeting at 8:32 pm. 

 
 
ATTEST:   
  John Staelin, Chairman 

 
 

  David L. Ash, County Administrator 
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